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STATE of MINNESOTA

WHEREAS: On September 16, 1810, Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, a pastor in the town of
Dolores, in the state of Guanajuato, Mexico, prepared the people in his area and
called for rebellion against Spanish rule; and

WHEREAS: Within a month, Father Hidalgo and more than 50,000 men (mostly the poorest
indigenous Mexicans) controlled several large Mexican cities and were about to
enter Mexico City, when Father Hidalgo ordered them to retreat; and

WHEREAS: Father Hidalgo was eventually tried and executed during the Spanish
Inquisition, but the revolution he started continued, and with the help of 400
priests, Mexicans won their independence from Spain; and

WHEREAS: Every year, September 16 is celebrated in commemoration of Mexico's first
proclamation of independence from Spain in 1810; and

WHEREAS: Hispanic Americans are the fastest growing ethnic group in the United States;
and
WHEREAS: The State of Minnesota welcomes and appreciates the social, economic, and

cultural contributions of Hispanic and Mexican Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM PAWLENTY, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim Tuesday,
September 16, 2003, to be:

MEXICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

in the State of Minnesota.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of
Minnesota to be affixed at the State Capitol this
11" day of September in the year of our Lord two
thousand and three, and of the State the one
hundred forty-fifth.
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WHEREAS: On September 16, 1810, Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, a pastor in the town of

Dolores, in the state of Guanajuato, Mexico, prepared the people in his area and
called for rebellion against Spanish rule; and

WHEREAS: Within a month, Father Hidalgo and more than 50,000 men (mostly the poorest
indigenous Mexicans) controlled several large Mexican cities and were about to
enter Mexico City, when Father Hidalgo ordered them to retreat; and

WHEREAS: Father Hidalgo was eventually tried and executed during the Spanish
Inquisition, but the revolution he started continued, and with the help of 400
priests, Mexicans won their independence from Spain; and

WHEREAS: Every year, September 16 is celebrated in commemoration of Mexico's first
proclamation of independence from Spain in 1810; and

WHEREAS: Hispanic Americans are the fastest growing ethnic group in the United States;
and
WHEREAS: The State of Minnesota welcomes and appreciates the social, economic, and

cultural contributions of Hispanic and Mexican Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, TIM PAWLENTY, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim Tuesday,
September 16, 2003, to be:

MEXICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

in the State of Minnesota.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of
Minnesota to be affixed at the State Capitol this
11" day of September in the year of our Lord two
thousand and three, and of the State the one
hundred forty-fifth.
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