STATE of MINNESOTA

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

The unique feature of this nation at its founding was its establishment
of a secular Constitution that separated government from religion —
something never done before; and

Our secular Constitution has enabled people of all worldviews to co-
exist in harmony, undivided by sectarian strife; and

Pres. James Madison made clear the importance of maintaining this
harmony when he said, “The purpose of separation of church and state
is to keep forever froin these shores the endless strife that has soaked
the soil of Europe in blood for centuries”; and

The diversity of our people requires mutual respect and equal
protection for all our citizens, including minority groups, if we are to
remain “One nation, indivisible”; and

It is the unfettered diversity of ideas and worldviews that have made
our nation the strongest and most productive in the world; and

Eternal vigilance must be maintained to guard against those who seek
to stifle ideas, establish a narrow orthodoxy, and divide our nation

along arbitrary lines of race, ethnicity, and religious belief or non-
belief.

NOW THEREFORE, I, JESSE VENTURA, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclalm that

Thursday, July 4, 2002 shall be observed as:

SECREYAR

Indivisible Day

In the State of Minnesota.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have herétmto set
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State
of Minnesota to be affixed at the State Capitol
this 2nd day of July in the year two thousand
and two and of the State the one hundred forty-

fourth.
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